To evaluate the outcome of otitis media(OM), we followed 93 children with OM and middle ear effusion(MEE) identified by tympanocentesis. Bacterial pathogens were isolated from the MEE in Middle ear effusiog persisting for 4 weeks or longer after presentation(PMEE) occurred in 37.5% of the 93 patients. PMEE was found in 49% of 57 children 2-24 months old and 19% of 36 children 25-144 months old(pc.01). 28.5% of 63 children with bacterial pathogens in initial MEE cultures and 56.5% of 30 with negative cultures had PMEE(p<.Ol). This relationship was seen in all age groups. No association was observed between PMEE and history of prior middle ear infection, sex.or choice ofantimicrobial agent.
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